This study aims to respond to the recent call for more research, investigating the applicability of management accounting practices (MAPs), in small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs), particularly those operating in developing economies. Accordingly, stemming from escalating importance of SMEs in the development of the Egyptian economy, this study employs a questionnaire, to collect information about the extent of usage of five MAPs (namely, cost accounting systems, budgeting systems, financial and non-financial performance evaluation tools, decision support systems, and strategic management accounting systems), by SMEs that are listed on the Nile Exchange (NILEX), and those operating in Gamasa Industrial Zone, at Dakahlia Governorate. Additionally, the study questionnaire investigates the main determinants of usage of MAPs by SMEs operating in Egypt. The study results suggest that MAPs are employed by Egyptian SMEs at varying degrees. The reliance on advanced MAPs is not as common as traditional ones. However, employing advanced MAPs by some SMEs is a good sign that there is an awareness among accountants and owners in such SMEs about the types and uses of different MAPs. On the other hand, results generated through regression analysis, indicate that the extent of usage of MAPs is significantly and positively influenced by owner/manager belief in the importance of MAPs, listing status, company size, SME industry, and employment of technology within the firm. These results lend support to the contingency theory. Accordingly, the study made a number of recommendations including increasing awareness about the advantages of using MAPs among owners of SMEs and the need to provide training to inform them about management accounting different practices and uses of each, as well as the necessity of reviewing and developing management accounting modules that are taught by Accounting professors at Egyptian universities. On the other hand, the findings of this study could be considered as a starting point for further future research, targeting a greater number of Egyptian SMEs, as well as other MENA developing economies.
capital from 50,000 to a million Egyptian pounds, and less than 50 employees. However, this law did not refer to medium sized enterprises.
The above discussion demonstrates the necessity of understanding the nature of SMEs that distinguishes them from large enterprises, and increases the possibility of their failure, given the complexity of current business environment. This implies that for SMEs to survive, they need to make a better usage of management accounting practices (MAPs). MAPs have the potential to integrate financial and nonfinancial information to support managerial functions by enabling SMEs to reduce waste, make better utilization of business resources, and more efficient monitoring and control of business operations, to sustain strategic, operational and financial performance. This point of view is supported by many researchers (e.g., Nandan, 2010; Lucas et al., 2013; Lavia Lopes and Hiebl, 2015; Ahmad, 2017; Azudin and Mansor, 2017; Cuzdriorean, 2017), who argue that SMEs need for MAPs, is not of less importance than that of large enterprises, as MAPs can help SMEs to achieve their targeted productivity, efficiency and hence profitability. Additionally, it is argued that the extent of usage of MAPs by SMEs depends on the contingent factors that constitute the internal and external environments in which the SMEs operate (e.g., Nandan, 2010; Azudin and Mansor, 2017; Cuzdriorean, 2017).
The review of prior literature investigating the employment of MAPs by SMEs, reveals that there is a shortage in this area of research, particularly on the level of developing countries, which have its distinguishing cultural, legal and organizational frameworks. Consequently, studying such an issue within the Egyptian context, is expected to provide an insight regarding the level of knowledge and usage of traditional and modern management accounting tools in the Egyptian SMEs sector. Furthermore, the results of this study are expected to highlight the main factors that enhance such usage, and influence the SME decision to select to apply specific MAPs in a developing country, that is struggling to develop the SMEs sector. Hence, this study responds to the calls of many researchers who claim that developing countries represent a unique context to explore the applicability of MAPs (Anderson and Lanen, 1999; Albu and Albu, 2012; Cuzdriorean, 2017). Consequently, the results of this study are expected to be of interest to academics, practitioners, professional bodies, policy makers, and organizational authorities, which are keen about developing the SMEs sector.
To achieve the purpose of this study, the remaining parts will be organized as follows. Section two indicates research questions, objectives and rationale. Section three provides theoretical background and literature review. Section four defines study hypotheses. Section five, depicts research methodology and finally, section six illustrates study results, conclusions, recommendations and implications for future research.
Study Questions, Objectives and Rationale
Given the fact that, there is an urgent need for more research that investigates the applicability of MAPs in SMEs, because of scarcity of evidence available in this regard (Uyar, 2010 Based on the above mentioned research Questions, this study objectives can be stated as follows.
(1) To evaluate the overall extent of usage of MAPs by SMEs operating in the Egyptian context. 
Theoretical Background and Literature Review
This section intends to provide a brief overview of the contingency theory, which provides a competent theoretical foundation that explains the main factors that influence the usage of MAPs by SMEs, and prior studies that mainly investigate the usage of MAPs by SMEs.
3-1 The Contingency Theory
The contingency theory attributes the employment of MAPs to a number of contingent elements, such as the environment, organizational structure, technology, firm size, market competition, cultural values, strategic view, and firm industry (Alleyne, 2011; Islam and Hu, 2012; Ajibolade, 2013; Oboh and Ajibolade, 2017). In other words, this theory explains the reasons behind differences in MAPs preferences among different business firms. This theory was firstly employed by Otly (1980), and claims that there is no single accounting practice that fits to all business firms under all situations. Accordingly, this theory is employed in the current study, whereas one of its major objectives is to identify the main determinants of MAPs selection by SMEs operating in the Egyptian context.
3-2 Literature Review
There is an escalating need to employ management accounting instruments in business firms, particularly SMEs to survive in the current complex business environment. Accordingly, since 2000, accounting researchers began to give attention to the importance of employing management accounting practices in SMEs, as a major economic sector, in almost all countries allover the world. This is reinforced by the view that employment of MAPs by SMEs, can support their managerial functions and organisation's structure, as well as strategic performance. Hence the correct implementation of MAPs is seen as having the potential to add value to SMEs, and support their continuity (Ittner and Larker, 2002; Nandan, 2010; Ahmad, 2017; Cuzdriorean, 2017) . Follows a brief review of prior research investigated the adoption of different MAPs and the factors that affect such choice.
3-2-1 Studies Investigated the MAPs Employment
The review of prior studies investigating the usage of MAPs by SMEs, reveals that, recently management accounting researchers pay more attention to investigating the extent of employment of modern and traditional management accounting practices specifically, cost accounting systems, budgeting systems, performance measures, decision support systems and strategic management accounting systems.
With respect to cost accounting systems and techniques, most researchers report that the majority of companies worldwide use cost accounting systems to gather information about the costs associated with the product, which help in pricing the product, evaluating the production process and control costs (Joshi, prove that a significant proportion of respondents are preparing operational budgets, followed by master budgets, while the preparation of other component budgets (e.g., sales, production and cost budgets) varies among respondents in the polish context. Another study (Davila and Foster, 2005) With respect to SME industry, it is argued that regardless of company size, company sector affects the framework within which it operates, hence its usage of MAPs (Uyar, 2010; Loewe et al., 2013; Messner, 2016). Accordingly, it is expected that SME industry affects its usage of MAPs. On the other hand, according to Cuzdriorean (2017), high adoption costs, absence of management commitment and financial constrains proved to be significant factors that restrict the usage of MAPs in SMEs. Finally, with respect to the influence of listing status, based on the findings of the majority of prior researchers, who argue that company size positively affects its level of implementation of MAPs, it can be argued that SMEs listed on the NILEX, are also more likely to adopt MAPs compared to non listed ones. This is supported on the grounds that, listed SMEs are most likely larger in size compared to non listed ones, and they are subject to more strict requirements from the NILEX.
The review of prior research investigating the main determinants of usage of MAPs by SMEs, reveals that their impact differs from one environment to another, and that there is a shortage in the number of studies that investigate the main factors that influence MAPs usage on the level of MENA region countries. Hence, this raises the need to carry out more studies, in order to fill this gap. Hence, this supports the need to carry out the current study, to evaluate MAPs in the Egyptian SMEs, and to identify the main contingent determinants that influence the extent of their usage.
Study Hypotheses
Based on the above discussion, current study hypotheses can be stated as follows. 
MAPs are employed by

5-b:
There is a significant positive relationship between the qualification of the SME accountant(s) and the extent of usage of MAPs.
5-c:
There is a significant positive relationship between SME owner/manager belief in the importance of MAPs and the extent of usage of MAPs.
5-d:
There is a significant positive relationship between SME employment for technology and the extent of usage of MAPs.
5-e:
There is a significant positive relationship between the appropriateness of MAPs to the SME and the extent of their usage.
5-f:
There is a significant positive relationship between the SME industry and the extent of usage of MAPs. 
5-
Study Methodology
5-1 Research Instrument and Data Collection
In order to achieve this study objectives, a questionnaire was employed to collect quantitative data for both descriptive and empirical analyses. To get an assurance regarding the design and the focus of the study instrument, the survey design was guided by previous research in the area of management accounting, particularly in SMEs sector (e.g., Ahmad, 2017; Ahmad and Zabri, 2017; Azudin and Mansor, 2017). Additionally, a pilot study was conducted to refine the questionnaire by asking 5 experienced management accountants, and 5 management accounting academics to review the questionnaire and give their opinion. Based on their feedback, the questionnaire design was refined. Furthermore, the internal reliability of the questionnaire was checked using a Cronbach's Alpha which value was highly satisfactory (0.767) as indicated in table (1). With respect to target population for this study, it is limited to small and medium sized enterprises that are listed on the NILEX for the fiscal year 2017, and the ones that are operating in Gamasa Industrial Zone at Dakahlia Governorate. Firstly, a total of 32 questionnaires were mailed to all SMEs listed on the NILEX, which is established by the Egyptian exchange (EGX), supported by concerned authorities, to be the first small and medium enterprises exchange market in the MENA Region. Trading activities in the NILEX became effective since June, 2010. The mailed survey package incorporated in addition to the questionnaire, a covering letter that indicates this study purpose; both translated into Arabic. In addition, a prepaid envelope to return the questionnaire was attached. The postal package was directed to the manager of the accounting Department/the person in charge for preparing the firm accounts (as the most eligible respondent to complete the questionnaire). Followed the researcher made several phone calls to ask people in charge for public relations at NILEX listed firms, to follow up the mailed questionnaire in their firms, and make sure to return after being completed. Based on this procedure, 18 responses were returned from the NILEX listed firms (56%). Accordingly, to have equivalent elements from Nilex and non NILEX SMEs, the researcher followed Hair et al. (2007) disproportionate stratified sampling approach, and has chosen 18 (38%) out of the 47 SMEs operating in Gamasa Industrial zone. Additionally, for every industry, the researcher randomly selected a number of companies that equals the number of respondents in the same industry from the NILEX. The total sample size was considered satisfactory as it satisfies cost and time constraints, as well as statistical analyses minimum sample size constraint, which is 30 elements (Saunders, 2007) . As SMEs operating in Gamasa Industrial Zone which is considered as a rural district, may get reluctant to respond to the questionnaire, as it requires some confidential information about the company, the researcher has decided to personally administer the questionnaire to provide assurance to respondents that the information collected is for research purposes only. This approach was very helpful, as it saved the time needed to collect the responses. Additionally, it provided assurance that respondents understand the questions, and that there is no room for misunderstanding from the side of respondents (Oboh and Ajibolade, 2017).
5-2 Data Analysis and Regression Model
Data collected using the questionnaires will be analysed using descriptive statistics. Additionally, through this data, the dependent and independent variables were generated for empirical analyses. Stepwise regression is employed for hypotheses testing, through multivariate statistical analysis. The regression Model can be stated as follows.
MAP Usage= β 0 + β 1 X 1 + β 2 X 2 + β 3 X 3 + β 4 X 4 + β 5 X 5 + β 6 X 6 + β 7 X 7 + β 8 X 8 + ε
Where:
MAP Usage represents the dependent variable, and the variables from (X 1 to X 8 ), represent the determinants of usage of MAPs (market competition; accounting staff qualification; owner belief in MAPs importance; technology employment; appropriateness; industry; listing status and company size respectively), and ε represents the error term.
Results, Conclusions and Implications for Future Research
This section provides the main results obtained through statistical analyses, followed by a summary of the main conclusions and suggestions for future research.
6-1 Statistical Analyses Results and Discussion
The following part of this sub-section presents descriptive statistics for respondent SMEs profile, extent of usage of MAPs and the main determinants for MAP usage by SMEs operating in Egypt. Additionally, this sub-section presents the results of testing whether there are significant differences among SMEs in terms of their listing status; size; and industry. Finally, this sub-section indicates the results of multivariate regression analyses, to determine the main contingent factors that affect the extent of usage of MAPs by SMEs operating in the Egyptian context.
6-1-1 Descriptive Statistics for SMEs Profile
The purpose of this section is to provide background information about respondents, and obtain data for later statistical analyses. Table ( 2) demonstrates demographic information relating to the respondents. For better explanation, the data in the table is organized in terms of listing status, into companies not listed on the NILEX, which represents SMEs that are operating at Gamasa Industrial Zone; SMEs listed on the NILEX; and the total column. The results reported in Table ( 2) demonstrate that with respect to the years of operations, the majority of participants (94%) are in business for periods exceeding 5 years, with (61%) of them operating for more than 10 years. This result indicates that the majority of respondents are mature, well developed business firms, which in turn increases their likelihood to employ MAPs. With respect to SME industry/sector, the results illustrate that, the majority of respondents are belonging to industrial goods and services, and automobiles group (33%), and the lowest number of respondents are from chemicals and retail industry groups (11% and 5% respectively). With respect to the classification of the enterprise as small or medium sized, the results demonstrate that the majority of participants are medium sized (58%), with 50 employees or more. This also can be considered as a good sign as larger companies are more likely to adopt MAPs, to better manage and control their resources. The results depicted in Table ( 3) indicate that the majority of participants use cost accounting systems and techniques frequently. This implies that SMEs operating in Egypt are aware about the importance of employing cost accounting systems and techniques in obtaining more accurate cost related information. The questionnaire required the respondents to determine the extent of usage of 8 different cost accounting systems and techniques (batch costing, process costing, operation costing, multiple/composite costing, marginal costing, standard costing, direct costing, and absorption costing). Responses indicated that individual costing MAPs are used at varying degrees. With respect to batch costing, standard costing and direct costing, the majority of respondents (36.1%; 33.3%; 61.1% respectively) indicated that they use them occasionally. With respect to process, operation, marginal and absorption costing the majority of respondents (30.6%; 55.6%; 41.7%; 36.1%) indicated that they use them frequently. However, with respect to usage of multiple (composite) costing, the majority of respondents (30.6%) indicated that they use them rarely. In general terms, it can be concluded that, SMEs operating in Egypt are familiar with the majority of practices headed by cost accounting systems and techniques.
6-1-2 Descriptive Statistics for Usage of MAPs
With respect to budgeting systems, results indicate that not all budgeting practices are widely used by SMEs operating in Egypt on a frequent bases (mean=3.2). This may be attributed to unfamiliarity with some budgeting practices (e.g., cash flow budget, financial position, monthly and continuous-rolling budget). Additionally, this can be attributed to some extent to the lack of awareness among many SMEs operating in Egypt regarding the importance of preparing different types of budgets to help in approximating future expected financial results and cash flows, to plan their operations in the way that is expected to achieve the required results. This may be a consequence of the high level of uncertainty shaping business environment in developing markets, which may cause some SMEs to think about some budgeting practices as time and effort consuming. On the level of individual budgeting systems, responses indicated that individual budgeting systems, are used at varying degrees. Sales, purchasing, production, cost-volume-profit (C.V.P) analysis, annual budgets and flexible budget are used very frequently by the majority of respondents (58.3%; 58.3%; 38.9%; 3.6%, 75% and 33.3% respectively). However, cash flow budget is proved to be used occasionally by the majority of respondents (33.3%). For financial position budget and monthly budget, the majority of respondents rarely prepare (33.3%; 33.3% respectively). Meanwhile, the majority of respondents (50.8%; 38.9%) indicated that they never prepare continuous rolling budgets, or use zerobased budgeting respectively. In light of high frequent usage of flexible budgets, it can be said that the high level of uncertainty in developing countries, increase the importance of usage of flexible budgets.
With respect to performance evaluation tools, the results depicted in Table ( 3) indicate that the majority of participants use performance evaluation tools to some extent at frequent basis (mean=3.4). The respondents were asked to choose among a range of financial and nonfinancial performance measures; whereas nonfinancial measures are classified into customer related, operation related and employee related. On the level of individual performance measures, results indicate that they are used at varying degrees. For financial measures, sales growth has been selected by the majority of respondents (58.3%) as very frequently used measure, followed by return on investment (used frequently by 41.7% of respondents). However, the remaining financial measures are used occasionally by the majority of respondents. On the other hand, for non-financial measures, results indicated that, the only used measure on frequent basis by the majority of respondents is the defect rate which is an operation related measure (33.3%). Inversely, the majority of respondents (47.2%) indicated that they never use the number of warranty claims which is a customer related measure. The remaining types of nonfinancial measures, were chosen by the majority of respondents as being prepared occasionally. Accordingly, it can be concluded that financial measures are more widely used by SMEs compared to non-financial ones, and non-financial measures are more operation focused and internal process oriented, than being customer or employee oriented.
With respect to Decision Support Systems, results indicate that both short term and long term analyses tools are employed by SMEs on frequent basis. This means that the majority of SMEs are aware about the importance of employing modern management accounting tools to guide decision making in the short and long runs, specifically when operating in a business environment characterized by high levels of uncertainty. The responses indicated that product profitability analysis represents the most widely used short term decision support tool, that is used by the majority of respondents (52.8%) at frequent basis. On the other hand, payback was the most widely used long term decision support tool on frequent basis by a significant number of respondents (52.8%). Table ( 3), indicate that they are used occasionally by the majority of respondents (mean= 3.20). This result is expected, as employing advanced management accounting tools, is more costly and require training. Hence, such tools are more likely to suit large firms than small and medium sized ones. On the level of individual tools, product demand followed by value chain analysis were the only frequently used practices by the majority of respondents (41.7% and 30.6% respectively). To further investigate whether there are significant differences between respondents that are attributed to their profiles (listing status, size and industry), Table (4) demonstrates the results using Kendall's tau-b test. Results indicated in Table ( Table ( 5) demonstrates the descriptive statistics for the contingent determinants of usage of MAPs by SMEs operating in Egypt. As indicated earlier, the last section in the questionnaire investigates the effect of four factors that proved by prior research, discussed in Section (3), as contingencies for the usage level of MAPs (market competition; accounting staff qualification; owner/manager belief in the importance of using MAPs; employment of technology by SME). Results presented in Table ( 5) promulgates that the majority of respondents see competition in the Egyptian context as intensive. This result is expected as 98% of companies operating within the manufacturing sector are SMEs, hence competition is very strong among such companies. With respect to accounting staff qualification, all respondents indicated that they employ an accounting staff. Additionally, the majority of respondents indicated that their accountant(s) hold a Bachelor's Degree in Accounting. This means that the majority of company accountants have been taught management accounting modules during their study in the faculty of commerce. With respect to owner/manager belief in the importance of using MAPs, results indicate that a significant number of respondents consider their owners/managers as believing in more than a moderate extent in the importance of employing MAPs in their businesses. This is considered as a good sign of awareness among SMEs owners/mangers, of how employing management accounting tools can help in improving company performance, hence this can increase their support to employing MAPs in their firms. With respect to SME employment of technological advances in their firms, the majority of respondents indicated that they employ manufacturing technologies to a high extent. This in turn, is expected to enhance dependence on MAPs. Finally, with respect to respondents' opinion regarding the factors that are considered in their assessment of the degree of appropriateness of MAPs to their firms; the majority of respondents considered reasonable usefulness, ease of applying, reasonable implementation cost, nature of firm operations, familiarity with MAP and being required by an external party as leading factors. Being required by an external party was cited by the majority of respondents, as the most significant factor in assessing the appropriateness of MAP to their firms. For instance, banks may require some information that be produced through the usage of MAPs, in order to evaluate the eligibility of SME to receive a loan. Table ( 6) reports the results of stepwise regression analysis that is being employed in this study in order to determine the independent variables that influence the extent of usage of MAPs by SMEs operating in the Egyptian context. The researcher provided the SPSS with a list of independent variables that are expected to influence the SMEs decision to employ MAPs (market competition, accounting staff qualification, owner/manager belief in the importance of using MAPs, SMEs usage of technology, appropriateness of MAP, SME industry, listing status and firm size).
Finally, with respect to usage of Strategic Management Accounting Systems, results reported in
6-1-3 Descriptive Statistics for Contingent Determinants of Usage of MAPs
6-1-4 Regression Analysis
In order to check for multicollinearity, the researcher checked the results of the correlation matrix, which indicated that none of the correlation coefficients for independent variables exceeded (0.8). This in turn provided a proof that the problem of multicollinearity does not exist. To further check for absence of the problem of multicollinearity, the VIF and tolerance were reviewed and found to be within acceptable limits, as VIF for all variables remained below 10 and tolerances were found to be above 0.2 while running the regression model (Field, 2005) . The results presented in Table ( . However, the results do not give support to the existence of significant relationships between the extent of usage of MAPs and market competition, qualification of the accounting staff, and appropriateness of MAPs to the SME (hypotheses, 5a;b;e). Accordingly, SMEs which owner/manger believe in the importance of employing different management accounting practices in improving decision making process, control, and overall company performance; SMEs that are listed on the NILEX; medium sized enterprises; and those that employ advanced technologies, are more likely to employ MAPs at a higher extent. Owner/manager who believes in the advantages of using MAPs, will support the use of management accounting tools to provide the information needed to better inform decision making process and development of business strategy. On the other hand, the reported results reflect the uncertainty and complexity that shape the business environment in developing countries. This in turn pushes listed companies, medium sized, and the ones that employ advanced manufacturing systems to increase their dependence on management accounting tools to get more detailed information about costs, financial and nonfinancial performance, to better plan and control their operations, in order to secure their continuity. Additionally, listed firms, larger ones and those using advanced manufacturing systems, are expected to have the resources required to implement management accounting practices specially advanced ones, which are more costly and require trained personnel, and sometimes require buying expensive software packages. 
6-2 Study Conclusions
This study aimed to investigate the extent of usage of management accounting practices by small and medium sized enterprises operating in the Egyptian context, and its main determinants. A questionnaire survey was employed to reach that end applying to two groups of SMEs, those listed on the NILEX (the Egyptian exchange for SMEs) and the ones operating in Gamasa Industrial Zone at Dakahlya Governorate.
The main study findings and conclusions can be summarized as follows.
-The majority of participants use cost accounting systems and techniques frequently. Accordingly, it can be concluded that, SMEs operating in Egypt are familiar with cost accounting systems and techniques, and employ them to obtain more accurate cost related information.
-The majority of participants are not using budgeting practices on a frequent bases. This may be attributed to unfamiliarity with some budgeting practices. Additionally, this can be attributed to some extent to the lack of awareness among many SMEs operating in Egypt, regarding the importance of preparing different types of budgets, to help in approximating future expected financial results and cash flows, to plan their operations in a way that is expected to achieve the required results.
-The majority of participants are not using performance evaluation tools at frequent basis. Additionally, results reveal that financial measures are more widely used by SMEs compared to non-financial ones, and that non-financial measures are more operation focused and internal process oriented, than being customer or employee oriented.
-Decision Support Systems, both short term and long term ones are employed by SMEs on frequent basis. However, Strategic Management Accounting Systems, are employed by SMEs to some extent.
-Traditional MAPs are more widely used compared to advanced ones. However, employing some of the advanced MAPs by some participants, reflects their awareness about different management accounting practices and their uses. Accordingly, it can be concluded that, the extent of employing different types of MAPs is not mainly influenced by its degree of sophistication. In the mean time, this can be attributed to the employment of qualified accounting staff by almost all SMEs, as well as, the flexibility of management accounting tools, which gives SMEs the opportunity to select the most suitable tools according to their needs.
-There are significant differences between respondents that are attributed to their profiles (listing status; size; industry group). Companies listed on the NILEX; medium sized; working in sophisticated industries like health and pharmaceutical industry, are using MAPs at greater degrees compared to nonlisted SMEs; small sized; those working in industries that are not likely to employ advanced technologies like retail industry.
-The majority of respondents considered competition they face in the market as intensive, and declared that appropriateness of MAPs to the SME, is also considered as a major contingent determinant of their extent of usage of MAPs.
-Regression analysis results reveal that, owner/manger belief in the importance of MAPs, listing status, company size, SME industry, and employment of technology within the firm, as the main determinants of the extent of usage of MAPs by Egyptian SMEs.
6-3 Study Recommendations and Implications for Future Research
This study provides some original findings relating to the extent of usage of MAPs by SMEs operating in Egypt, as one of the most promising developing economies, whereas SMEs represent a major contributor to its GDP, and a main employer to the majority of Egyptian workforce. Additionally, this study contributes to the existing literature that employ contingency theory to discover the significant contingent factors that influence the adoption of MAPs in SMEs.
Based on this study findings, it is recommended that policy makers in Egypt should provide training to the owners of SMEs, to increase their awareness about the different management accounting tools, and the advantages of applying them, to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of managing their firms and secure their survival. Additionally, Accounting academics should review and develop management accounting modules, to provide the graduates with the knowledge and capabilities needed to apply MAPs. On the other hand, the findings of this study could be considered as a starting point for further future research, targeting evaluation of management accounting practices among a greater number of Egyptian SMEs, as well as among other developing economies.
Given the findings of this study, the researcher recommends the following for future research. 
